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2017-18 
 

Course Objective: 
 
Criminal Justice offers a broad overview of the subject matter from its origins of the first written law codes through the 
development of US Constitutional law, to its present day incarnation in the United States. It integrates the study of history, 
politics, sociology, and economics. 

 
Course Outline: 

 
I. Examine the Varied Aspects of Crime (4 weeks) 
II. Investigate the role of the Police in the Criminal Justice Process (4 weeks) 
III. Assess the Intricacies of a Criminal Case in the American Judicial System (2 weeks) 
IV. Survey the Criminal Corrections System in the United States (3 weeks) 
V. Define the Characteristics of the Juvenile Justice System (3 weeks) 
VI. Examine possible Solutions to the Current issues of Justices (1 weeks) 
 
 

Grading Policy  
 
Tests/Quests/Major Projects = 100 points 
Quizzes/Minor Projects = 50-100 points 
HW = 10 – 50 points depending on the assignment.  
Reading Checks = 10-25 points – students should be aware that all reading assignments are eligible for reading checks.  
(Reading checks require students to demonstrate mastery of the reading assignment by demonstrating higher order 
thinking skills and the ability to make connections between the reading and broader topics and themes.) 
Class Participation = 100 points total for the quarter. Your positive participation is expected. Students are expected to 
contribute in class discussions and effectively participate in class activities. This also includes active listening to others. 
Participation will be included in your grade. 
 
 
The Final Grade will be based on the total number of points earned during each grading period. 
 
For example,   Points Possible = 1000 
    Points Earned = 850 
    850/1000 = 85% (B+) 
 
Students and parents are STRONGLY encouraged to check PowerSchool for current Averages and  
individual grades 
   

Gmail, Google Classroom, Google Drive 
 

The various Google platforms will be used to distribute important class information such as PowerPoint presentations, 
assignments and the like. Students are encouraged to use Gmail and Google classroom to communicate with Mr. Closs as 
needed. 
 

Teacher Availability 
 

Students can contact Mr. Closs at the above email address.  
Office Hours: Mr. Closs is available by appointment as needed during lunch or after school. 

 
 



Class Policies: 2017-18 
 
All Tests are announced at least ONE day in advance. All Quizzes may be unannounced 
IPAD’s should be brought to class on a daily basis charged and ready to use according to school guidelines 
EXCUSED ABSENCES 

- Students are responsible for making up missed work. 
- Students will takes TESTS, QUIZZES, etc. on the day they return to school. 
- Students who are late to class will only be given extra time at the teacher’s discretion. 
- Students who are late to school are expected to makeup any Graded Activity THAT DAY. 

- Any student who does not make up a graded activity that day MAY be subject to a  
10-point penalty on that activity 

All Assignments, Tests, Quizzes, etc.… must be made up within 10 days of a legitimate absence.  
- Any student who fails to do so can be given a “0” for that Assignment, Test, Quiz, etc.…  

UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 
 - Students who cut class will lose credit for any activity that day including tests & quizzes. 
Students who are habitually late to class are subject to disciplinary action according to the Student Handbook  
Homework cannot be made up (except for illness) or handed in late. 
Late papers and projects will drop 10 points for every school day late. 
A separate notebook or section must be kept for this class 
Students are responsible for their own pens, papers, pencils etc.… 
Any unauthorized use of electronics during a graded class activity may result in a “0” for that activity. 
Cheating and Plagiarism will result in a “0” for that assignment.  

- Students may also be reported for disciplinary action. 
i. TURNITIN.com will be used for papers and PowerPoint presentations as needed. 10 points are deducted 

per day for a late assignment. Formal written assignments that are required to be submitted through turnitin.com have a 
dual submission requirement.  Both the paper and electronic submission must be made by the submission deadline or the 
paper will be considered late. 
 

Academic Integrity 
 
Students will hand write and initial the following statement on Academic Integrity on any graded assignment: 
“On My Honor I certify that the following work is my own.” 
 

Class Rules 
 

RESPECT IS THE KEY RULE IN THIS CLASS. There are many examples. These are just a few of the more 
important ones. 

1. Create a positive environment in which students are able to learn. 
2. Be on Time. 
3. Raise your hand before speaking. 
4. Don’t touch what does not belong to you. 
5. Behave in a “professional” manner while in the classroom. 
6. Respect other individual’s right to be left alone. 
7. Go to the bathroom in between classes. 
8. Put all electronic equipment away. 
9. iPad’s are to be used for academic purposes only during instruction. 

 
CONSEQUENCES 
 1. Verbal warning or move seat to correct behavior 
 2. Teacher assigned detention and contact of Parents 
 3. O.D. assigned and sent to disciplinarian; contact of Parents 


